
Notes on the Design & Architecture of the Hill 70 Memorial  

1. The Monument:  

• Is located within a beautiful 5-hectare (12 acre) municipal park belonging to 
The City of Loos en Gohelle as outlined in red below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• It creates a physical presence for the commemoration of the Battle of Hill 70 
and produces an enduring legacy for current & future generations of Canadians 
regarding their own history. It includes an interpretative visitors centre that 
provides an overview of the battle.   

• Additional information displays throughout the site are also in both English & 
French.   

• Adjoining the Memorial is the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Cemetery containing the graves of the dead of the several battles of Hill 70. It 
was started by the Canadians in August 1917 after their successful seizure of 
this ground. 

• The obelisk is situated in the Canadian trench lines at the start of the Battle of 
Hill 70, roughly in the area occupied by the 10th Battalion, Canadian 
Expeditionary Force (Now jointly perpetuated by The Calgary Highlanders and 
The Royal Winnipeg Rifles).  

2. Interpretation of the Architect’s Design: 

• The park is planted with two trees that are native to Canada: the Sugar Maple 
(Maple being our national tree) and the Red Oak (symbolic of the tough stock from 
which the soldiers were made). 

• The grassed areas are planted with a mix of wild flowers native to the region of Pas 
de Calais. Most notable is the Poppy, which was made famous in LCol John 
McRaes’s poem, “In Flanders Fields”. 



• The Pathways compress & channelize you as you climb to the summit, rather like 
the approach to battle during the First World War. 

• The gradual rising pathway to the summit of the memorial has 1,877 imprinted 
maple leaves, one for each Canadian killed at Hill 70. 

• Near the junction / plaza at top of the principle walkway, one has the choice either 
to go into the amphitheater ahead, or the trench on the right (which represents the 
claustrophobic effect of trench warfare). 

• The Amphitheatre is named for Lt Gen Sir Arthur Currie, the first Canadian-born 
General to command The Canadian Corps during the First World War. On its floor 
is imprinted an enormous maple leaf of the style used in cap badges of the 
Canadian Corps. Its scale, more difficult to perceive as you walk into the 
amphitheater, represents/captures the significance of the battle when viewed from 
afar.   

• From the top of the trench, one sees an all-round view. It is both informative & 
emotional as one overlooks the battlefield. From it the soldier can view the entire 
battle; it is the most vulnerable moment before the objective is achieved. 

• The Bridge on the summit pathway (The Frederick Lee Walkway) represents no 
man's land and how a soldier is exposed and vulnerable when crossing it. 

• Then at the Obelisk, a traditional symbol of victory is represented; its location is a 
metaphor for the ultimate objective – the capturing of the high ground of Hill 70. 
Made of white limestone, it rises to 70 meters above sea level, the elevation of Hill 
70 itself. The capstone pyramid of the Obelisk is 5’6”, representing the average 
height of a Canadian soldier victorious atop Hill 70. 

• Attached to the obelisk are two crosses of sacrifice; these are crusader swords 
reversed to form the image of a cross, a traditional commemoration for fallen 
warriors.  

• From the base of the Obelisk, one has a good view of The Commonwealth War 
Graves Cemetery to the west, the town of Loos-en-Gohelle to the north, and with 
binoculars - the Canadian monument at Vimy (8 kilometres /5 miles) to the 
southeast. The Hill 70 Obelisk is also visible from afar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HILL 70 and the KINGSTON CONNECTION 

The Battle of Hill 70 saw the Canadian Corps, under Canadian command for the first time, seize a critical point on the 
German defensive line in August 1917.  On the morning of 15 August, in just under four hours, three Canadian Divisions, 
with a fourth in reserve, took the vital high ground, 70 metres above sea level overlooking the towns of Loos-en-Gohelle 
and Lens, France.  The Corps subsequently succeeded in defending their positions against 21 counter attacks from five 
German Divisions over the ensuing four days.  Six members of the Corps earned Victoria Crosses during the intense 
fighting.  No distinguishing feature to honour those who achieved this stunning victory, save for a small monument 
erected in 2012 by the 48th Highlanders, perpetuating the 15th Battalion C.E.F., until the this monument was built and 
dedicated by the Project's Patron, His Excellency, the Right Honourable David Johnston, on 8 April 2017. 
 

The Hill 70 Memorial Project, a multi-million dollar, multi-faceted project, had an able Board of Directors steering the 
project over the last six years.  The Directors included:  Mark Hutchings, Chair; Dr. John S. Cowan, Vice-Chair; Warren 
Everett, Comptroller; Douglas Green, Project Management; Arthur Jordan, Chief of Staff; David Parker, Treasurer, all 
Kingston residents.  The project had two main goals -- erect and maintain a monument, and educate Canadians of the 
battle's importance in our history.  Susan Everett led the team of over six other Kingstonians that developed the essential 
educational package.  That package, complete with a teachers' resource kit, reached every high school in Canada.  
Dr. Doug Delaney co-edited a UBC Press, peer-reviewed, collection of articles by prominent military historians entitled 
Capturing Hill 70, which reached "best-seller" status within months of release.  The project also employed a professional 
fundraiser, Kingston resident Rob Baxter, to help bring the vision to completion.  In all, some 27 residents of Kingston 
helped ensure the success of this noble undertaking. 
 

The Memorial Park is about four hectares in size; the centrepiece is an imposing obelisk that rises some 21 metres over a 
large amphitheatre.  In the park, a number of maple trees honour the soldiers who died.  Paved pathways and plazas 
encourage the visitor to reflect on the enormity of the sacrifice the Canadian soldiers made in World War I.  Audio 
vignettes will be available on site.  Kingstonian Dan Aykroyd is providing the primary narration. 

The Hill 70 Memorial as seen from the adjoining 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery 


