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Bnlisted March 22nd, 1916, Given aothority
4o raise 58th. Howltser Battery at Fredericton, ¥.EB.
Officers detailed wers Li, E.J.Vickery, 7. C, McGrath.
Later McGrath detsiled to reserve end Lts. Eber Tml:nll
Fraser .!.;mﬂtrmg and Ian It:uerﬂn n;pulntnﬂ.
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= N . “Trained at :I'rudurlr:tﬂu until Jane I.nt'. ¥ere .
atatiunud imn.lit“hmm:kﬂ with=the horses at ths. Exhit :I.tlun__

Gruu,uﬂun___ B'aﬂ‘-*n-].ﬂ. 12 Fdr,. B.Lp E-m:a ~foor !_u all, _-,-"J: =4
i, P ,'_I'.'l."|._-.-

=53 "’55“115:!1; Predericton on Junme-1st, for I'ut.ﬂn'a
(nt. 1:3 ﬂpucial train via Transcontinental Bailway... -ir.ri.“d
Patoawawa: unrning of Eu.nu 51‘&. a:l:'l:-ar “good trip. 2 :
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3774~ -carried on tre!_niug at P a tawawa ontil:

E-ut;mmhur Eth... Undar canvas apd-weather very hot. ..30il

black Sand,.. Did sll sorts of trainirg apd firing on ranges,

Hed attached to brigads as insiructor “apt. “Bll.l." Steacy - -
end later Capt. Romsld Fortt,-R.C.H.A.; both old friends

at B.M.C. ot s -

: The 14th, Brigade, O.F.A. wmas foroed at
Patawawa consisting of 55th, Baiferp, Major Lewis, M.P., - -
S6ih.- :Eu.ttarjr_ Hajor Xant, boih Irom Gualph, E JE,. mttur;r =ttt
Hejor H, A, Broek, Montreal -and :58th. Battery Col.
J.L.Heximmon of Halifax in command of the B:lgadu. ith. E

'-|..'

Divisional :Artillary copsisted of 13th. l4th, and 151]1.
‘Erig.aﬂun and. :Di*rtainnal ummitmn colomn, oy

e > Left Petswawe ¥ . 8th. for HaBifar and-
aaﬂ.ud rom there on ths 11thg? a.n 53, HEPAGAINA, Several
other-boats in tbke sama convoy. r.EEcnrtaﬂ into Liverpool: - -
by cne:-crulser:and four destrojyers. - Had guite gnuﬂ*g&aaﬂga
and landed- I.ure:rpnul about tha-20th. of September. " Went:.
by treim te Fhitley Camp, Surrey.  Went into hots formerly ¢
nsed-by.- Imperiale., C ortable. guarters and good sorroundings,
Carried: orx training thare and: gradually gnt onr equipment.
of " EE" Hmritzm Horsaes, ete,. Want to “alisbury Flain .

with cooplete :Battar:r for shooting practice and inspeeticn
(Major Gem, Fox) 211 of which:;went off 0.E, and we pot

good report and psssed as 0.EK. fnr Franca,

Hother and Dom- 'n'a‘rll at HEindhead for some weaku
after Don came oat of Hospitsl. ' Wes stle to spend soce time
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with them as they wera only six mile® from Caop. They laifi
for btome sboat Deceaber l4th. 1916,

In the lattar nart of Jannmary, Arfillery was to
be reorranizad as six 2 un Datteries. To do thla, sevaral
izd to ba broksn op., Yoe 58th, wes left intaet bat I wes
given conmepd of the B2th. which he2d been organized at
Shorneliff =nd was to go to France 28 soon as reorganized
and shead of all ths othera., W orked hard on this end affer
training for somes weeka tock Battery to Salisbury Flain
for tast shooting and inspaction and everyiring went 0. E.
I spent two weeim at Lark Hill at spacial Howitzer course
taking op apacial work. ;

Laft Pngland for France from Sonthamptom
Harch 15th, Lended at Havre snd epant five days at raest
canp in mod and rsin. The Erq. Battery was with us,

La jor Iau:autaf Lt
) e 82nd, Battery consisted mainly of

cagpalties from Depot at Siornelifif. Some of them &2 Tather
hard erowd. Had good horses. Outof the 199 abeunt 180 .
were aatched klacke. 411 teams were blecka, A faw bajys

in hesdquartars staff,

P

Froa Havre, went up country by train io join
iet. Divieiocn, Was met by Capt. Bill Steacy. who was Staff
Captain 1st. Div. Artillerj.Battery was split up, one section
going to each lst, 2nd, and 3rd. Brigade.Headquartars ataifl
end ayself taken on strangth of 2pnd. Battery, lst., Brizada
and atteched to 48th, Betisry 2nd. Brig=ads, lajor McEay
and Capt. Alexr Pattersom,

Rema ined with them all throogh Vimy Rldze

ghow in April and forward of the ridge after advancs.
Abont lay lst. took over comzand of snﬂ. Battery which mms . £
Badly shot up naving only two guns left and two officersgnaiisl
Te were at tha rall enbankment to east of Vimy ridga, i
Proetically no protection and no cover, In few days pof two
oore suns and rezistersd them by firing only foor shois

btut this was emcugh to pat epotted apnd pext afiernoom we

ot & pood poing over by &a 5,9" Hun Battary for one hour
%j.ﬂaan ninotes intense bombardment. Had one oan killed
(officers cook) ard five % Several of na wers in
ehgllow dogout with the w ed.:nd had both entrancas

caved in knt as we had & ehovel, wera able to dipg oui for

soma air and after boobardamsnt was over, others from cuotzlde
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dag us out., Zost itmo puns blown up =nd & lot of ammnpition,
Piclred out & rew pesition in west end of Vimy village and
built zome good gun pits and goarters where we repeined very
confotable ~nd not lcecatad by the Han for ceveral weeks.
Doring ik's tine we pot tattery up to stremgth in men,

pun8 #nd horses. :

In tha l:tter part of July went north

t0 & position In open pits 200 feet west of Loom Crassier

in preparation of Hill 70 show to come off earl; in Aogpost,
Did conslderable wire catting at close ranmge & onr position
=2 only 730 yuards irom Iront line, Two nighte tefore show
onr sapunition etore which w22 in two ruined hooses and
consiated of 7,000 roands of H.E. was hit In a cight
bhomoardmnent apd blew ap. w8 wara usll sbheaeping in the cellaras
of the honses but sll zof clear a few seconds before explosion
witich elsanad ont a whola row of brlck honsese,. Lost mopa

of oy kit in cellar. HNext noipght we hz=d to raplaca tha 7000
rounds 3¢ kid 32 & rush jJob from dusk ti1ll dawm to zet it

all op 2nd stored awey. Had thirty, six horse feszme o =
oo the Job. Zext dsy flnished wire cuttlng and at &.3070pened
up af ifitense fire when infantry went over. Wa=z a vcry hard
scerap snod wa did a2 lot of spacial work duatrnyin% machina
gons that waere bothering the infantry, Tept up firing d=3
end night for three dcys. The last eight hours of which we
ware heavily shelled with H.E. and mustard gas which was
entirely new to ns as it had never been used against Canadians
before, Had several men killed apd wounded”dn secount of gas,
thars ware only aight men and ayself left at the guns three
heors later, 4ll the rest taken to hospital, Got op some
opre nenfand officers from resaerve at wagpoh line and want
baek thers oyself for a few days rest in bed fto get ovar
affects of gea. PFor pext foor months had to eleep sitting

op a8 throat was bad causing me to choke doe to pgas, Got
treatnent in London when on leave.in wintar. :

i few weeks we spent in various positions
bstwean Loos and Vimy.

In latter part of COctober we went nortr to
the Ypres arsa, foordsys march, end esteblishdd waggon lines
g faw hilag =88t of Vliamertinghe in 2 ouddy field. DHext
day we want nop to forwerd area and reliaved a Hew Z£ealand
battery jun=t to the sast 8ide of the road leadipa sonth from
“t, Julien, The wrole area was & ses of mod with shell bola:
tonching shall hola everywhera and fapaseible for ve-lclas,

Ha took over the suns nSed by ithe Hew Zealsnders =z it was
almps%t iapossills to nove them, Lived in sheliere mde of
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ruhter shecets and odd bits of sh=et iron. Wet @ll the tlpﬂ.
Fad =8 Headgquarters a Garzan concrata PI Box abeut 7'x B
incida, <43 thepfloor mwzg two feet deep in water, had a

false wood floor o odis and ends on blocks which reducad

tha halght to thres fast S0 ons conld erawl 1n on hapnds and
kneas and sit with head just douching roof., Zapt two officers
at guns with me, remainder petting up supplies and am-unition
and looking after forward and rear waggon lipnes, A4ill
ammunition broogbht op in packs on khorseback, orne man with

w0 horses in file, There was almost a solid line of fiald
runs for aoiles, puns sbout ten yards apart. Very nurd
shooting on aceonnt of tad pleatforas for aunme and poor
otcervation and telephone lines alwaya being destroyed by
shell fire, OUne pain Toad carved a larze a@rea. T:is reoad
ccoelisted of planks laid on stringera, It was aboat twalve
feet widea and under continnons f£ire uand along it there wara
zl-ays Lorses, mem, runs,gte., Leins hit day 2nd night, Tzers
mera a2leo duck walks 2. de of boards nailed to 2 x 3 piecas
for foot traffic. Theca wera 2lso under alaost contionons
#ire, During onr month in the line hare there werz thres
attacks by us the last teing vhen Paschendale was carried,
thos aiving 23 tha ton of a very long, high and wide ridga.

wa fared guite well, coacideripg corditions, Ezd about

8ix men xilled, severel wounded ond opna gun hit and put

oct of action. One of oy test oen S, lcPaail was killed while
at his gun by a chell ~hich killed two oen at z2unother pun
apont thirty yards awaey. Ve establiched a forward sectlon.

of two gans sbont 1500  erds in advance of tie main batiery
piving me eight gons in actiion., This g28 a vary =ard plaece

to ret at and we had to oake skids for the puns out of large
curved corruogated ssctions of sheet irom apd put iwelve horses
on eachs

. One amasing incident of getting these two puns in
wes that on the road ont, 2 half pile from cur destination
we were held up by two 8ix horse waggond belongipg to an
Inmparial crowd who werae needlessly blocking the rcad. Iy
drivers on the order to gzo throash, got their whips on their
horses and want forwsrd full speed hittiing the waggons .
hlockina the wap and thesa letiar kad no change azalnst a
heavy pun with twelve good horsas on it, so over they wenf
off the road apd we ksd & fine axample of cockney langoage
moch to the delight of cor men. Eon planes were very active
in this erea and controlled the air coapletely ccaing cver in
swarn2 ev=ry day and btombing us from very low. Ons 2ft:rmocn
while | was at the forwysard sectlon and we had just finlshed
shooting, & lot of plapces c=me over pesi ne, several large
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boubing Gothes and en escort of little fellows, Fe were
watching oome batteries in a hollow just behird getting
bozbed and five of us were sitting on one of the gons when
there was a wals and & bomb kit abcat a foot in fromt of
car aun giving n8 a nice dose of pud and tearing cne zan's
coat 40 pleces bat no one hurt. % he bemb was dropped
by one of the escortis training on behind,

Went over again from Paschendale De¢,.2nd, to
La Chsudiers near Yimy and had a quiet two weeks, Went
pnt to rest shont Pac, 15th, to Marles les Mines where I
had a very niece billet end in fact most ev-ryone did;
“a rgsted op and got oar equipment fized np in good sbape,
Ead a fine Chrisizas dinner and a big Brigade din:ter lew
Yezrs Bve which was &2 fine cslsbration. Abtont a weal later
1 mant Lo Sngland for a montks Ssnior 0fficer's conrsi,
7—p weeks at Shoebryners and two weelks at Sallsbury dolng
all sorts of special snooting. The cliss consjisted of
About sixty officers, British, Australiam and dian.
I pad tha loeck to ccme opat Second in the course, Then
mant on two weeks leave t¢ Lopndon where I had 2 most enjopeble
time, Ead had spother leave sbout Septesber, Retorned to
Prance 2pd rrioficed boitery abont the 2xd of February near
Lene, Ead conme riece zoeitions in tiie sarea. Cold, claar
waathsr meatly, aood cover, good obeervation and ma had
erm3 nlea chooting. Spent several monthe between Lens and
Arras, Abosat the flrst of lay all went cidt of line toc do scme
training for 2 big such. Ead intensive tralning in cpen
wvarfara for atout five wesks :nd It was var} interestiop.

whi_a out had two lois of mounted sports, juqpinog, tent-.
;EELE_.L:%L-._“}R-, D nring taie tr2inizZp p4Tiod we had an
aepidaeaie Spapish Faver or Flu./ff

want baeXx into the line near Arras belng In
saveral diffarent :ositions, Siaried south in July to go =
in on & blg offensliwe., On second dajys :ﬂg:h- we were tornmed
kack to go in sonth of Arras to stop blg "ernan drive atsrted
that aornlng. Headed tack leorth at snce in a downpour of
yain,kK poing into bivooae at midnight in =ome old Tin huts
abont Seven miles from where we were to go into action. I
loft at three a.m, with twe of oy officers and rode forwerd
to piek ont position in area allotted to us, Piteh dark
night and very aaddy but had to ride hard =21l the way. The
tattery was to come along part way after us, Got reconnaissance
cade early and Capt. Bobinson rode back to bripg in the gums
and arrange stoat waezon lines, Had the puns 211 in pomition
by 9 a.a., juet back of maln north and scath railway line
sooth of Arres ard bebind Telegraph Hill,



7ant Torward with the tkree other tattery cozzanders fo
git come observation point te shoot from. TVery diffienlt
iob, Laid aboui two and 2 hal? miles of tslephone wire,
Sveninally got o oe ohooting done under okservation, It
—25 a very unhealihy .spot. Dext dey got & betfer orservatlon
gnut end had everyihing lined up im good shape, Jo cover

or zuns or men ai poeition. A few dajys later 1 novad two

of ay 2uns forward o zet betier rzenze, Col a new head-
quarters location which was very,coafortatle, Bamained hare
abont threa weeks, oved out abount Ang, lst, for the sonth
+0 commence the blg drive, Harched ome night and then tock
t+rain next morming for sboat elghteen hours, Unlozdsd
that midnizht and sarched till abeoct 9 a.m. when we pada
camp in & wood west of Ax'ens, I was falsn sick on way
down 2nd rolled np in blankats Zor a rest om arrival,
‘The 4.0, czae rocnd in the afterncon and sert me ont to
Hosnitzl, Teni 4thre:zh about three hos 113% and eveninall:
1-rded in an smerican ae at a2 ?raparf?ﬂ.u= 4=gra aboot a
geer a=d Lren =snt to Sneland, ®ae taken o £2 London
Goneral at Tancaworth. ivad abosat Avs, 17th. In ted
tara i6r abozt ts0 weels then up 2round, Staif weXe VvAry
good gnd uoed to zive =eo leave from Thuarsday aorninmg t1ll
Pugsday evening. Ead & flat In Londen with Capt. Roblnson.
who left the Baitary two weeis afisr 1 did, with apperdicltis.
Iater noved to 55 uondon Gsneral im Cheizea. Hot so 200d
treres. Speat t=s wesks in Cupadian Conv:lencent Heapital,
Matlock Baih, heving cpecial mater = d elecirie treat-ent

to ragalin welaht a8 tz2d losi tweniz-Ilve lis.

Given tz0 weeks leave Soustlae in Octoder, One
mqeek =ovent in —onécn &ni oze wita Lirz, Zsalyn at hsr seantifol
home 2t Clovells iz lorith Devem. - Capt. Botluzen was with =e
all thiz time et Latlock-Bath =zé on .save, Tuen I was
sent to Tepot at Eorden bul promptly got ilaay: agaip and waot
tack to towm whera I £isped oo et a7 flat coolna baeck to
Depot aboat cnce & week o put io eprearscee. 318 was
abont Now. 18th. and as it apgpeared od war Tu3 over, 1
decided to try for bope. Went to-sse Sir Bdward Eemp,
Over=aaa Mini=ter of Militia  end he arrepsed Zor me o get
hoae =oon, &l2o Capt, Robinsom, Jiaay Mathesoa 2néd Jimny Anld.

gas booked for.Clyapic Tee.5th. etut dalayed till
Dee,9%h, Salled from Sonthampton an d 22i<r po00d vopags,
arrived at Helifax on morning of Dec.latn,1918,
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